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August 30, 1870
A letter of A. C. Van Raalte to Philip Phelps about commending Mk.
Andries Wormser for denominational assistance to attend Hope College.
He is a brother of Mks. Kollen of Overisel. Both of the Van Raaltes
are in very poor health.
Original in the Archives of Hope College.

r.(e
P- s •

eiti

.1.

,L A ci
ti

Pet,
iii , .....4:- zi ISM trill Lt./
yee)—
á
eit t 1444.4 'Matt- -‘-taity,
/ i old:
66<S ill/XL 4etae et U.,
ckn-614, fr es, 62,
g‘ ... .Ardi
alli
be, 's

,- ,,,
' Iiiir- Jin 4454...S.. nip« e7g.....ii).. .e.the er-lef-E -7,„:„.i.4-: yke ,ija...
4 4Atetl
‘ itd,4,.. f......,ki
i

t; i Inirl,;(iiide.,/ nr,r/
,ej , .
e Id Vferisn. 41791 4-flectit t0
- : -In illy
l;z tg4
a. kecti,vD
- / er 1;
1
ton
4 ,1-v i e /
e
&ayPpd it.%jeal Lt di
Cora gl2 2
Aftlii
lim •
0
tidb

/ jj
neJ'in
-Ail . - att

1

4.
(' / ",,
, (
frirekt f il étry, / tilt ..." . , r t. 1 in /
>7

edi
l
l
; t r
C three :II inetrAl
id.“7,1

///

ii
i

.- ii(t- 11/ 1 1-4- l'ira/k, at cli lea - .1: /// 9/0 1
s4ti_.(gi ri-,1
7/701eCnit • ;(-511" .1 re/I:e\i er (7/.1/2 t g i --1
7/1i 471 . - 1
- ( 0, 4- /5)
g
I
e
t
(4(
t
(
Ill
e
kiei:/;;I (:./eal 7 ft1«ei
I" e d . t' V 1. 1 . _ 1 t • 'T f #. s i nej

91e

_
,
r/
71 4 1; t/ (. fr.)/ ii(a. n fint/Y-

//

,•

eid,t)
Atird rect. ' »c-cis& %
»

"vial 4/c i

li (z al

den'.

Zg

t'ii /42 ttv@tc4.4-.)

ea/Crifria elfin .• et „

>4_

e

to /am") repeefreic-;.(lel

fits we ilLie
/ake
ei

hit et.« holfrarr.%)‘

(At el /7 t te 4,9 ebe 4,u;
etdie 4,94/Sli

ibitkikoR2)
I if tte/vie&Clart3
letr
»te42

fit»

•
G;t444/

Lejlte,4)

ct tV
ri eft c .

ee}~"c > 4.
1 te i —ge)Otoier/etf ,
gr-TaLt.-tVF-4c,

I

Zijint

echig#tti
ordd
;i

f

-•

hi
tea,

,e,„get.t7jettt
_Ai
avt.7

l.941/1 &net

oAet:0,-e-gre.
itt-Ti;,ijátnatze7ekimet

evG1-- St (et:~ duttin

at S.::

~1-.1 éctek Angtriny frPtied
idkiffitiLS . • tkei) re)
it:, 44. i at?
te 14A
ganit .
I

te/hires.Mn/ti

1
-71Iy

_ c.%4 »nap%

tt 9/

Inne4,

CliftWY: Qt Watt, omit"-

rt:
-

14

C
M/

intrA

/
tax.
' 4 1
ecze., .e0e6air
n
* 4 t)

•

72.
Holland Mich:
Aug: 30/70
Revd Dr P. Phelps.Dear Brother,
Mr Andries Wormser a Christian young man 24 years of age arrived from the
Netherlands in Overijsel at the house of his sister Mrs Kollen; a son of a highly
esteemed elder came with an intention to study for the ministry: He has a good
education also in the modern languages. He is very much urged by Mr Bahler to
study in New Brunswick: had received for him the promise from Dr See to be taken
upon the Board etc. etc. He paved in different directions the way for him. He
intended to take some Grammar Schooling to enable him yet to pass through College
course.- After having heard all on both sides: he prefers to study at Holland:
provided he can secure at Holland the By Dr See promised aid: Will you be so
kind as to speak about it to Dr See? We all are interested in that young man to
keep him here: He will be in different respects an addition indeed: We can not
spare him: We want such young men: if he is provided and studies at Holland it
will open a fountain of supply for our institution of young men of the right stamp.
-Nothing will hinder but only he sticks to the promised help of Dr See. -I hope
Dr See may be willing to apply the promised aid here. Classical recommendation
is not wanting.
Nothing special here. When I left you at Dr Pieters, I was there already
with fever and came down with Rheumatic fevers in a horrible way. My whole system
is terribly shaker I never expirienced it in such an unmitigated form: Life became to be a burden: if such Spells must return they will make me a perfect wreck.
I have not been mingling in Town nor in any bussiness since I last saw you.
But yet my hands are full, especially with watching my wife: my anxieties are on
the increase and yet I am hoping. However it looks gloomy: the Summer is nearly
past and we have lost much. I dread the winter!
May the Lord give you guidance peace and strength under your arduous duties. Yours truly
A. C. Van Raalte
Wbrmser was born in 1846.

Which Mrs. Kollen was his sister?
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Holland Mich:
Aug: 30/70

Revd Dr P: Phelps.
Dear Brother,
Mr Andries Wormser a christian young man 24 years of age
arrived from the Netherlands in Overijssel at the house of his Sister Mrs Kollen:1 A son
of a highly esteemed elder came with an intention to Study for the ministry: He has a
good education also in the modern languages. He is very much urged by Mr Bahler2 to
study in New Brunswick: had received for him the promise from Dr See3 to be taken
upon the Board etc. etc. He paved in different directions the way for Him.- He intended
to take some Grammar Schooling to enable Him yet to pass through College course.4
After having heard all on both sides: He prefers to study at Holland: provided He can
secure at Holland the by Dr See promised aid:
Will you be so kind as to speak about it to Dr See.5 We all are interested in that young
man to keep him here: He will be in different respects an addition indeed: We can not
spare him: We want such young men: if He is provided and studies at Holland it will
open a fountain of Supply for our institution of young men of the right stamp.—Nothing
will hinder but only He sticks to the promised help of Dr See.—! hope Dr See may be
willing to apply the promised aid here. Classical Recommendation is not wanting.6 —
Johanna Wormser Kollen was the wife of Jan Kollen. Joyce Timmer Seaman, compiler, Early
History and Genealogy of Gerrit Jan Jannessen Kollen and Egberdina Scholten Kollen, (1981), 21. Jan
Kollen had come with his family to America with his widowed mother, Egberdina, and four siblings in
1851 and settled on a farm near the village of Overisel in the Holland Colony. A newspaper clipping in the
Gerrit Van Schelven collection in the archives of the Holland Museum provides a brief biographical sketch
of Mrs. Egberdina Kollen who was born 28 March 1803 and died 1 March 1904. Her son, Gerrit Jan
(John), was the third president of Hope College, 1894-1911.
2 Three ministers are listed in Reformed Church in America with the name of Bahler. The person referred
to by Van Raalte may have been Pierre G. M. Bahler, a student enrolled in the New Brunswick Theological
Seminary in 1870. Historical Directory of the Reformed Church in America, 1628-2000 (Grand Rapids,
Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2001), 13.
3 Rev. John L. See is the often referred to since he was serving as the Corresponding Secretary of the Board
of Education of the Reformed Church in Amerca.
4 Van Raalte's assessment of Bahler's educational needs was correct. According to Bahler's biographical
information in the RCA Historical Directory, he graduated from Hope College in 1872 and finished his
theological education at Hope College in 1875. However, Hope College did not list him as a member of
the Class of 1872. Possibly Wormser fmished much of the college course but was permitted to study
theology without formally graduating from Hope. Arend Visscher was the only member of the Hope's
graduating class in 1872. The Hope Milestone of 1930 Alumni Number. Published by the Junior Class of
Hope College, Holland, Michigan, 276.
5 This request of Van Raalte to Phelps implied that Phelps may have been in the East at this time.
6 Van Raalte was successful along with the hoped for assistance of Phelps to get Wormser to Holland. The
Classis of Holland examined and approved young Wormser on 15 September 1870 with recommendation
for financial assistance from the Board of Education, RCA. Wormser entered the Reformed Church
minister, served several RCA pastorates including one in Wormser City, Montana, in a community he
founded but which later foundered. Minutes of the Classis of Holland, 480. Earl William Kennedy in his
annotations of the Holland Classis meeting of this date provides an extensive amount of information on the
interesting person. Manuscript in the files of the Van Raalte Institute. Henry S. Lucas wrote extensively on

1 Mrs.

Nothing special here. When I left you at Ds Pieters,7 I was there already with fever and
came down with Rheumatic fevers in a horrible way: my Whole System is terrible
Shakey: I never expirienced it in such an unmitigated form:8 Life became to be a
burden: if such Spells must return they will make me a perfect wreck. I have not been
mingling in Town nor in any bussiness Since I lastly saw you. But yet my hands are fa,
especially with watching my wife: My anxieties are on the increase and yet I am hoping.
However it looks gloomy: the Summer is nearly past and we have lost much. I dread the
winter!
May the Lord give you guidance peace and Strength under your arduous duties.—
Yours truly
A. C. Van Raalte

Wonnser's colonization attempt in Montana. Netherlanders in America..., (Eerdmans, 1987, reprint
edition), 399, 402-407, and 425.
7 Rev. Roelof Pieters was Van Raalte's successor at the First Reformed (Pillar) Church
8 Van Raalte is again in very poor health and Mrs. Van Raalte is approaching the stage when she is fatally
ill. She is less than one year away from her death 30 June 1871.
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ARTICLE 17
The student Boer22 and Mr. A. Wormser (the latter has recently come from the
Netherlands),23 after having been examined, were recommended for support in their
studies to the Board of Education of our church.
Henry Klaas Boer (1845-1919) would be ordained by the Classis of Grand River in 1874 and minister in
twelve smaller RCA churches in Michigan, New York, Iowa, and Illinois from then until 1909; see the
1 862-1 865 minutes, notes 21 and 96. He was the uncle of Nicholas Boer (1872-1939), who was also an
RCA pastor; Corwin, Manual (1902), 329.
23 Andrew (Andries) Wormser (1846-1914) had emigrated in 1870 as office clerk and Seceder Reformed
from Rijssen (or possibly Hellendoorn), Overijssel. He had been born in Nijverdal, Overijssel, but came
from a prominent Amsterdam family of German extraction closely connected with the leaders of the
Afscheiding. Andries' father, Hendrik Wormser (1810-1887), a bookkeeper, was an elder in the Seceder
Reformed congregation in Hellendoorn-Nijverdal (of which he was a charter member in 1837), and gave
leadership to that congregation until the Rev. Seine Bolks became its pastor in 1841; in fact, Wormser had
urged the Hellendoorn-Nijverdal church to give Bolks the opportunity to train for the ministry under Van
Raalte. After Bolks moved to Michigan in 1847/1848 with the majority of the congregation, Elder
Wormser again stepped in, guiding the non-emigrant remnant until it obtained an installed pastor, the Rev.
Pierre Benjamin Mhler, from 1859 to 1861 (see 1859-1862, note 92). But, once more during a pastoral
vacancy, Hendrik Wormser was called upon to lead the services (1861-1864) until another minister came,
who died in 1866. Shortly after this Wormser, who had congregationalist leanings, led a schism in the local
church 1868-1877, during which time his son, Andries, went to the USA, studied theology, was ordained in
the RCA, and, during a visit to his father in 1876, was fleetingly considered by the Hellendoorn
congregation for a call. The younger, immigrant Wormser had taken electives at Hope College between
1870 and 1872 without obtaining a degree; although his "curriculum vitae" later said that he h0 graduated
in 1872, he is never listed among the college's alumni. Following college, he enrolled in Hope's
theological department, graduating in 1875, when he was ordained, after which he served churches in Iowa,
Ohio, Wisconsin, and Michigan until 1890. From June 1891 until June 1896 he is missing from the
General Synod's list of RCA ministers (which was compiled from the rolls of the classes) but reappears on
the June 1897 roll, when he is the "stated supply" of the newly organized (1896), twenty-ninecommunicant-member First Reformed Church of Wormser City, Montana. The reasons for his five-year
absence from the RCA ministry are probably to be found in his restless, entrepreneurial spirit; also, he may
have inherited some of his father's independentism. A man who possessed the means and desire to travel,
Wormser was engaged during the early 1890s in promoting Dutch settlement in Montana, first a successful
colony in the Gallatin Valley around Manhattan, and then (beginning 1895) an ill-fated community near
Bozeman named (perhaps somewhat immodestly) Wormser City, where he himself settled and built a
$10,000 home. But by 1902 this colony had failed, largely because of the dry climate, and Wormser sold
out and left. The congregation also dissolved. Curiously, although the Wormser City church was part of
the Classis of Dakota, Wormser himself, except for the first year, belonged to the Classis of Illinois, which
still reported him as living in Wormser City (initially, as "classical missionary") until the June 1906
minutes, when his address is given as Cincinnati, Ohio, where he had once served. He died in Wenatchee,
Washington, in 1914. After 1906 he vanishes for good from the roster of RCA ministers. He is,
nevertheless, accorded a short obituary, without the usual mention of the decedent's piety, in the annual
report of clergymen's deaths in the 1915 General Synod minutes, which concludes that "he was former
Netherlands consul for Michigan, Indiana, and Kentucky, and promotor of numerous Dutch settlements in
the western states." The paragraph passes over Wormser's (and, by implication, the RCA's) seeming
casualness with regard to classis membership. In some ways, Wormser's colonization efforts may be
viewed as replicating Van Raalte's Amelia County, Virginia, experiment, but there appears to have been
more of a "spiritual" dimension to the latter "real estate venture." Andrew Wormser had a younger brother,

22
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ARTICLE 18
The committee for preaching assignments reports to the Reverend Classis as
follows:
1.

Beaverdam
September 25
October 16
November 13
December 11
January 8, 1871
February 5
March 5
March 26

2.

Fijnaart
October 9
October 30
November 20
December 18
January 15
February 12
March 12
April 2

3.

Graafschap
October 2

8 assignments
Rev. Bolks
Rev. Broek
Rev. Kuijper
Rev. Oggel
Rev. Pieters
Rev. Uiterwijk
Rev. Van der Meulen
Rev. Van Ess
8 assignments
Rev. Nijkerk
Rev. Oggel
Rev. Broek
Rev. Kuijper
Rev. Bolks
Rev. Pieters
Rev. Uiterwijk
Rev. Van der Meulen
8 assignments
Rev. Pieters

Willem (William) Wormser (1852-1922) who immigrated in 1874, graduated from Central College and
New Brunswick Theological Seminary, and also became an RCA minister, serving three churches between
1882 and 1889, when he was deposed (for unknown reasons). He then became an elder doing pastoral
work in the newly organized (1889), "vacant" Atwood (Ellsworth) Reformed Church in northern Michigan
from 1893 to 1896. Finally, Johanna Wormser (1842-1874) and Maria Wormser (born 1848), two of the
sisters of Andries and Willem, successively married Jan Jannessen Kollen, a brother of Gerrit John Kollen,
the future son-in-law of Van Raalte (1879) and future president of Hope College (1893-1911), who had
joined its grammar school faculty in 1871, when Andries Wormser was a student at the college. The
Wormsers and Kollens almost certainly knew one another in Overijssel prior to the emigration of the latter
in 1851. Schelhaas, De afgescheidenen van 1834 en hun nageslacht, 64, 635-637; Verdonk and Scholten,
Van Hellendoorn naar Overisel, 158; Bruins et al., Albertus and Christina, 159-163; Stellingwerff,
Amsterdamse emigranten, 17-20, 395; Smits, De Afscheiding van 1834, Documenten H. P. 5e/zo/te
(vervolg), 256; Wesseling, De Afscheiding van 1834 in Overijssel, 2:9, 11-12, 15-20, 22, 40, 45-55, 59-69;
Lucas, Netherlanders in America, 403-407, 697-698; Van Hinte, Netherlanders in America, 696-697; The
Acts and Proceedings of the One Hundred and Ninth Regular Session of the General Synod of The
Reformed Church in America, ...June 1915 (New York: The Board of Publication and Bible-School Work,
[1915]), 604; Lucas, Dutch Immigrant Memoirs, 2:281-282 [=revised edition...j.
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